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Character and Leadership:  Originality

Welcome: Welcome everyone and open in Prayer

Icebreaker (check out the icebreakers at www.fcaresources.com)

Warm-Up:  There are no ordinary people 

“We know that all things work together for the good of those who are called according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28

	Jim Abbott , a one-handed major league baseball pitcher, is one of the most remarkable athletes of all time.  Ins spite of his obvious handicap, Abbott dreamed of simply playing baseball because he wanted to be with his friends.  He found a way to pitch and catch a ball, even when teams tried to take advantage of his disability.  On one occasion, a team bunted six times in a row against him.  Many of us would consider Jim Abbott’s unique physical handicap a challenge, but he viewed his originality as a gift.

Originality:  Creating “new” thinking, ideas, and expanding truths from an independent viewpoint.

1. Describe some of the physical, emotional, mental social, and spiritual qualities that make you and your teammates unique.
2. What do you spend most of your time thinking and dreaming about?

Work Out:  

	Have you ever fully comprehended that every individual who has walked this planet is uniquely created in the image of God?  Medical science validates God’s Word telling us the DNA of every person is different.  There is no on like you.  God designed every single detail of your body, including the color of your skin, eyes, and hair.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Amazing by itself our bodily design is only one small part of a much bigger picture.  Our natural talents, skills and personality were also crafted by Him.  Literally we are 100% original- not an accident or an afterthought.  God never does anything accidental, and He never makes mistakes.  Every man and woman is designed with a purpose in mind.

It is important for people to realize that God has asked us to respond by faith to His plans and purposes for our lives, embracing our originality, not conforming to worldly standards and expectations.

1. Read Psalm 139:13-16.  The Bible says you are “fearfully and wonderfully made.”  Is it hard for you to think of yourself like this?  Why?

	Are you struggling with your identity and your purpose in life?  What can be done?  Go to Jesus and give yourself afresh to Him.  Sink your life deeper into Him and catch His ways of seeking things and serving God.  Take His stance, assume His attitude, catch His emphasis, rest in His confident voice.  He will make all things new giving you hope.

1. How can you embrace and celebrate your originality?
2. Read the following verses and discuss each one:
a. God loves you and He’s pleased with you because he made you individually (Matthew 3:16-17).
b. God desires an intimate relationship with you – not religion, just a relationship.  (Romans 5:9-11; 8:14-17).
c. God desires to give you purpose for your life (Philippians 3:13-14)
3. Your team is like a human body.  Each player has a unique role and responsibility to fulfill to help your team succeed.  Talk about the uniqueness of each player’s role.
4. What did you learn about yourself and your teammates during this lesson.

Game Changer:
	Jesus spoke with a deep assurance, certainty, and authority that had never been heard before.  He didn’t hesitate or speculate, and He never wavered.  His purpose for life was very clear when He said, “I have come to do the will of my Father.”  The Father’s play was for Jesus to go the cross and pay the penalty for the sins of mankind.  Through Jesus’ incredible act of sacrificial love, old things pass away all things become new.  Walk in His newness today as you celebrate your originality.

Wrap Up – Share prayer requests and close in prayer
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